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A Special Appeal for Brother Jeantyrard Elmera:  
Devoted Evangelist to Haiti’s Poor and Downtrodden
Jeantyrard Elmera is undoubtedly one of the most influential evangelists serving churches of Christ throughout the history of our brotherhood.  He has touched thousands of lives in Haiti through his preaching and his humble service to the poor of Haiti.  His joy and love for spreading the gospel and helping the poor has made a life-changing impact on those of us from the U.S. who have had the privilege to work alongside him.  Below is a biographical sketch of his life and work. 
Biographical Sketch of Brother Jeantyrard Elmera

Brother Elmera was born in 1955 in a poor area of Port-au-Prince.  He remembers having nothing to eat at times, having no school books of his own for his early schooling, and grew up in a Voodoo-practicing home.  His mother died when he was four years old and his father decided to become a Voodoo priest and was very active in this practice until his death in 2003.  Despite all these obstacles, God had great plans in store for this young man.  
Jeantyrard was accepted in a public school in Port-au-Prince.  This is amazing in that public education is extremely rare and difficult to gain entrance into.  This is why only 27% of all children in Haiti complete 6th grade.   Through perseverance, copying huge sections from other’s books, and God’s providence, he was able to complete High School (very unusual, since only 4% of Haitian young people complete this) and secure a job with the Haiti government in 1974 in Haiti’s public health ministry as a Country Health Registrar.  Jeantyrard traveled all throughout Haiti, meeting many people in government and making contacts in many different regions of the country.  In 1981 he received a visa to come for additional health statistics training and English training at Columbia University in New York City, where he attended school in 1981 and 1984.   Jeantyrard then became fluent in 3 languages – English, French, and Creole.   In 1983, Jeantyrard received his U.S. citizenship and could have remained in the U.S., but desired to continue his work in Haiti.  In 1984, his brother Pierre Andre, studied the Bible with him.  He was an avid Bible student and obeyed the gospel in 1984, baptized by his brother in a local church of Christ which had been started in the 1950’s by French-speaking missionaries.  The next year (1985), he completed his Bachelor degree from Haiti State University and was married to Marie Martha.  She later received her Masters degree in Special Education and they have four children of their own.  

Though he continued to work as a health official, Jeantyrard and his brother desired to plant a congregation in an area of Port-au-Prince where there was none.  In 1989, Jeantyrard with his brother Pierre Andre, with 20 other Christians, started the Delmas 28 church of Christ congregation in the Delmas region of Port-au-Prince.   During the next 5 years, the congregation rapidly grew to 300 members.  Jeantyrard became the radio speaker for the White’s Ferry Road World Radio program.  At this point in 1994, Jeantyrard received support from 2 congregations (Ontario Street Church of Christ & Crievehall Church of Christ) to leave his job with the government and enter into full-time ministry with the Delmas 28 congregation.   Later the Choctaw (OK) Church of Christ congregation began to provide him some financial support also.  In January of 2010, the Britton Road Church of Christ in Oklahoma City have become Jeantyrard’s overseeing congregation coordinating his evangelistic work and funds.
The Delmas 28 congregation became one of the most generous congregations in Haiti ($100/week budget) and from its outset was very mission-minded and mindful of helping the poor – even though 50% of the congregation was unemployed.   Seeing their compassion, the mayor of Delmas donated 5 acres of beach-front property in the ghetto area of Cite Soleil to the church as long as they “did something to help the people”.   So they began working with the Choctaw (OK) church of Christ) to erect a school/church building in the poorest area of the Western hemisphere, despite the Delmas church not having a building of its own.  From Jeantyrard’s radio program, men traveled from all over (some even from remote parts of Haiti) to more accurately understand the Bible and become New Testament Christians.  On the radio program, Jeantyrard gave his and other members’ home phone numbers for people to call during the week if they had Bible questions.  Many people in Haiti were receptive and wanted to listen to God and do His will in all matters.  So 10 small congregations started in central and southern Haiti – making buildings out of whatever they could afford.  Some were straw/mud-packed shelters, others were cement/tin-roofed.  The Delmas congregation gave what they could to get them started.  They financially supported church/school building projects in Cazeau, Mirebalais, Hinche, Dubuisson, Pageste, Bombardopolis, Fond-Baptiste, Brajoirois, Cite Soleil, Suavve, and Cite Soleil Douirrard.   Most of these congregations started Christian elementary schools in their facilities as soon as they could get 1 blackboard and benches for the children.   They were eager for their for their own children to learn how to read the Bible for themselves and learn skills for later in life.  

That same year (1994), Jeantyrard met Ken and Rhonda Bever, when both of them “happened” to be visiting the same church in Delaware on the same Sunday.  Because Ken and Rhonda had visited northern Haiti in 1993 and had an obvious interest in Haiti – Jeantyrard invited them and whoever else from the Connecticut Valley congregation to come to Port-au-Prince and meet the Christians at Delmas and Cite Soleil and these other small congregations.  In May of 1995, Ken, Rhonda, Julie Georges, and a nurse Cari Merrick visited Jeantyrard and were amazed at his wonderful work which with coupled the spreading of the gospel with the emphasis on helping children in need. 

From this visit, Jeantyrard gathered volunteers from the Delmas congregation (including Gueston Pacius, Pierre Andre Elmera, Jambon Severe, and Jean Baptiste) and Ken engaged Rhonda, Julie, and other volunteers at the Connecticut Valley church of Christ to launch a child sponsorship program called Hope for Haiti’s Children.  Jeantyrard became the Haitian director of the program.  The program started with 3 children in July of 1995.
During the last 14 years (1995-2008), 62 churches have been planted in Haiti and in the Dominican Republic through the work of Jeantyrard and the Delmas congregation (see attached church spreadsheet).  Twenty-three (23) of these congregations also host a Christian school in their facility.  Over 7,000 people have been baptized and are part of these congregations in many key cities in the Central and Western provinces.  The Delmas 28 Church of Christ (Eglise du Christ), now owns its own facility on Delmas Avenue, where Jeantyrard serves as the pulpit minister.  The congregation now has grown to 650 members with 2 services on Sunday.  In 2004 after his father’s death, Jeantytrard and his family built the Family Memorial Medical Clinic to serve the Croix des Mission area near Port-au-Prince where his father used to practice.
Jeantyrard still volunteers to serve as the President of the Haiti non-profit (NGO) Espoir Pour les Enfants d'Haiti which works in coordination with the U.S.-based non-profit Hope for Haiti’s Children, working alongside Debbie Vanderbeek (US. HFHC Haiti Program Director on the in-country operations of Hope for Haiti's Children's 800 sponsored children in 9 of these congregations, and a Christian orphanage with 48 children.  

Jeantyrard continues to be a tremendous evangelist and well-respected servant of God in Haiti.  He has a burning passion for others to know Christ and a huge heart of love for those who are poor and destitute.
